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Test of Interactive English

Examination & Certificate

The Department of Education and Science of the Irish Government has set up a special examination in English for students taking English language courses in Ireland. The examination is called the Test of Interactive English or TIE for short. 

We have found that preparation for this examination is highly beneficial for students. It sets a clear objective for their study of English while here. Preparation for the test helps improve student’s communicative and interactive skills, in both spontaneous and predictable situations. Students prepare material for the examination in subjects of particular interest to them, which makes studying English more enjoyable and interesting for them. Also, their exposure to the material prepared by other students widens their knowledge in an attractive way.

Students who take the TIE are assessed on their competency in English according to a scale drawn up by the Council of Europe’s Common Framework Scale of Language Proficiency.  

There is a Junior TIE for students who are still at school (i.e. under 18 years of age), consisting of 10 levels.

After taking the Junior TIE, students receive a Certificate which carries the logos of the Irish Department of Education and the ACELS (Advisory Council for English Language Schools). Certificates are issued usually two weeks after the test. 

The TIE is both an oral and a written test.

The oral test (30 mins) involves a presentation and discussion of:

· A topic, an area of interest, the student has prepared

· A book, chosen by the student

· A News Story, chosen by the student

· A decision-making task, set by the examiner

The written test (60 mins) consists of:

· Writing an essay about some aspect of the topic, book or news story, which the examiner indicates

· Responding in writing to a task set by the examiner (e.g. write a letter for a particular purpose, write an article or report).


Gort Ard is an approved centre for the TIE Examination. The examination itself is conducted by TIE officials who come from Dublin to run the assessments.

The examination is an assessment of competency. There is no fail grade. The Certificate indicates the level achieved by students for each part of the test, and a separate grade is awarded for each section. 

